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a literal observance of the commandment to lend freely,
asking not again*

John Shepherd died only a year after his wife, and James
and Patrick took upon themselves the management of the
farm. They were both excellent farmers, James providing
the caution necessary to an undertaking to which Patrick
brought the essential salt of enterprise. Spell Land was a
concern that paid its way, more than most of the neighbour-
ing farms were able to do, and before Claude Shepherd was
nine years old his elders had bought another hundred acres
of pasture, nearly doubled their stock, and occasionally
called themselves " gentlemen farmers " when dealing with
town customers.

Their little half-brother had made only a poor fight for
the first six years of his life, but of late he had become more
robust, though, mentally, he was still an odd bundle of
fears and whimsies, easier whipped than understood. James
was not a little discomfited by his most recent mania ; it
seemed to him a shocking thing that a clergyman's nephew,
and that clergyman so soon to become curate of the parish,
should be consumed with an intense personal admiration
for the devil. He was not a little relieved, on the boy's
return from Widow's Farm, to find that the infatuation
was dead, and apparently as the result of his own wisdom.

James was supposed to " take after" his uncle.
Throughout his life he had been a sturdy supporter of the
Church of England as by law established, and proved one
of the most devoted and conscientious churchwardens the
parish had ever known. His small brother looked upon
him as an oracle, omniscient and infallible where theology
was concerned. A few words from him on that memorably
disagreeable afternoon had been quite enough to convince
the child that his hero and tormentor of weeks was nothing
but a bodiless unreality, as unsubstantial and uninteresting
as the guardian angels he had so often heard of but never
seen

This conviction not only put an end to all hopes of
seeing the Evil One face to ace, but also knocked a